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2017 – A YEAR OF BREAKTHROUGH AND A YEAR OF OVERCOMING 

 
Latha Ramesh Pandian 

 

The very nature of God is to create, to redeem and to care.  He would continue to 
protect His children.  Therefore, in difficult times, pictured as floodwaters and fire 
(Isaiah 43), God’s children should not give up and fear for God would be with them 
and protect them. 
 
The year 2016 which we completed now proved the above said description. Well, 
not only personally but I feel that was the story of the whole world starting with the 
U.S. going to the polls and New Zealand went through a great hit as the earthquake 
shook the nation.  India decided to demonetize some of her currencies, which put 
the majority to jeopardy.   
 
Much turmoil, fear, anxiety, shocks and surprises.  But through it all, the prayers of 
the righteous availed much.  Praise God! 
 
As our family went through many heartaches and loss, my heart was faithfully holding on to the prophetic 
word our awesome God gave us, rather gave the world, which became a great comfort and solace. 
 
‘Set your mind above not on the things below or around us’ kept us going.  I am grateful to the Lord our 
Father, our God for letting us know His heart in advance. 
 
Humble yourselves [feeling very insignificant] in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you [He will lift 
you up and make your lives significant] (James 4:10).  Praising God for letting us go through situations where 
the greatness of the Lord could be felt. 
 
More fear and awe had filled my heart, as I had to wait on the Lord to hear Him for 2017 due to the way He 
did speak clearly for the year that slipped away from us just now. 
 
I thank and praise God for the revelatory teachings He had been giving to the Church right from the beginning 
of the year.  My first teaching in the beginning of the year 2016 was on ‘Broken Vessel’, which led us to learn 
about leaders in the New Testament along with Paul and Peter who were all broken in order for them to come 
to their positions as leaders.  Praise God!  Towards the end of the year, the Lord turned our attention towards 
a bride and her intimate relationship with her lover.  Truly blessed how the Lord brought out hidden clues 
about the relationship with the Lord.  Then it was followed by the teachings on a wounded soul and the 
repentance followed. 
 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, I am the Almighty God; walk and 
live habitually before Me and be perfect (blameless, wholehearted, complete) (Genesis 17:1). 
 
Ramesh and I had to look into our lives to check for all the unhealthy stuff found in us and to repent before 
the Lord again and again in order to enter into the new year free.  Don’t want to hurt the Savior’s heart. 
 
Anyways, this is the time to look into the beautiful refreshing promise for the year 2017.  The Word for the 
year 2017: 
 
I will go before you and level the mountains [to make the crooked places straight]; I will break in 
pieces the doors of bronze and cut asunder the bars of iron (Isaiah 45:2). 
 
Actually, the blessings start from verse 1 onwards to verse 3. 
 
God’s Message to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he took by the hand to give the task of taming the 
nations, of terrifying their kings—He gave him free rein, no restrictions: “I’ll go ahead of you, clearing 
and paving the road.  I’ll break down bronze city gates, smash padlocks, kick down barred entrances.  
I’ll lead you to buried treasures, secret caches of valuables—Confirmations that it is, in fact, I, God, 
the God of Israel, who calls you by your name (Isaiah 45:1-3) (The Message). 



 
I will go before you and level mountains.  Bronze doors I will shatter and iron bars I will hack through 
(Isaiah 45:2) (NET). 
 
I myself will go before you, levelling the mountains.  I will shatter doors of bronze, and cut through 
iron bars; (Isaiah 45:2) (Moffatt’s). 
 
This is what the Lord says: “I will go before you, Cyrus, and level the mountains.  I will smash down 
gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron (Isaiah 45:2) (NLT). 
 
I will go before you and make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces the gates of bronze 
And cut the bars of iron (Isaiah 45:2) (NKJV). 
 
Amazingly, the Church as a whole is entering into a Cyrus moment.  Individuals are totally included in this 
mission from heaven.  There is a decree, which is issued by our Papa God, permitting the captives to return 
home. 
 
Here in this declaration of promise for 2017, the believer is called Cyrus, His anointed.  Imagine saint, 
‘anointed’ you are!  What does it say?  You are related to the anointing of the heavenly with an intimate 
relationship.  Those who are in exile, those who are God’s chosen, those who have not made their God as 
their Lord and Savior will be brought into the blessing.  Who has to do the job?  The anointed ones. 
 
Cyrus has a mission.  It is a mission as that of our Lord and Savior Christ the Messiah – ‘Mashiach’.  
‘Mashiach’ in Hebrew means ‘besmeared’ or ‘anointed’.  Patriarchs, priests or kings were the anointed ones.  
‘Christos’ in Greek is ‘anointed’.  This was primarily about the high priesthood in the Old Testament (Leviticus 
4:3,5).  Therefore, the term Mashiach could designate the office of the high priest but it was usually reserved 
as a synonym for ‘king’. 
 
The Patriarchs were called the ‘anointed ones’ (Psalm 105:15) and some prophets were anointed (Psalm 
18:50). 
 
Since Jehovah made the selection it was a very special title of honor, which highlighted a unique relationship 
between God and that individual.   
 
God is in search of Cyrus’ this year, who are willing to be used by God’s strong hand to fulfill His purpose in 
this world. 
 
Church, are you ready to be filled with the power of the Christ, the Mashiach, to be poured out on the land?  
A great commission is landing over the obedient ‘Cyrus community’.   
 
Jesus Christ the Mashiach was anointed by the Father and endorsed for the liberating ministry as He was 
coming out of the baptismal water.  The Holy Spirit hovered over Him and entered Him.  He was full of the 
Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit.  The voice from heaven confirmed His status and job.  In Mark 1:11 we read, the 
saying goes like this, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased and delighted!”  Anointed Son, and 
it’s not anointed Servant. 
 
Every believer in God’s Kingdom is chosen to be in God’s family.  He loves to be a Father having sons 
everywhere doing what the Father God shows them to do.  A son like Paul, Peter, Stephen, Lydia, Achilah, 
Priscilla, Timothy, Barnabas, John, Matthew, Mark and so on. 
 
Paul wrote in Romans 8:19-23 that the whole creation waits expectantly and longs earnestly for God’s sons 
to be made known (waits for the revealing, the disclosing of their sonship). 
  
Sons are wanted in the Kingdom:- 
 
Would you like to be one who will hear, listen, obey and follow the instruction of the good Father?  They are 
the imitators of their boss, as Christ was.  Jesus did everything what His Father showed Him. 
 
Look at Isaiah 45:11.  God’s omnipotence is revealed.  Thus says the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and its 
Maker: Would you question Me about things to come concerning My children.  King James Version says, Ask 
me of things to come concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my hands command ye me. 
 
 



Who are these sons? 
 
A fearless generation yet humble and obedient.  These sons know to show the light to others and bring the 
people who are groping in darkness to the marvelous light.  John and Luke call them as sons of light (John 
12:36, Luke 16:8). 
 
Paul calls them in Ephesians 5:8 as children of light, and sons of the day in 1 Thessalonians 5:5.  As many as 
did receive and welcome Christ the Messiah were given authority to become the children of God (John 1:12).  
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God according to Romans 8:14. 
 
Therefore no longer a slave but a son and an heir of God (Galatians 4:7). 
 
Sons are named by God, called by God, counted as children of God (I John 3:1). 
 
The true sons grow to be leaders:- 
 
Their agenda is to abide.  Abide in Him, in the Vine as a mere branch.  An intimate relationship of a true 
bride, eagerly yielding and cooperating.  Giving up any other lovers, or attractions, which may divert her from 
bearing fruit. 
 
Thus says the Lord:- 
 
When the Bible says ‘thus says the Lord’, you must pay attention. 
 
Vineyard, our Sovereign God wants to take your ‘full’ attention this year 2017.  His anointed right hand is 
holding your anointed right hand. 
 
What does the right hand symbolize in the Bible? 
 
The word right hand occurs 166 times in the Bible.  The right hand signifies strength; perhaps it speaks about 
authority too. 
 
Look at the Creator say through the mouth of Isaiah.  For I the Lord your God hold your right hand; I am the 
Lord, Who says to you, Fear not; I will help you! (Isaiah 41:13) 
 
Look again how God confirms His Word.  Who has roused up one [Cyrus] from the east, whom He calls in 
righteousness to His service and whom victory meets at every step? He [the Lord] subdues nations before 
him and makes him ruler over kings. He turns them to dust with the sword [of Cyrus], and to driven straw and 
chaff with his bow (Isaiah 41:2). 
 
 
God says, “I have held your right hand.”  The word ‘chazaq’ in Hebrew brings out the following meaning.  
Listen to this beloved… to be bound fast, to be attached, to make firm, strengthen, support to preserve, to be 
firm, be strong, be courageous, be valiant, be helpful, to conquer, to seize, to encourage.  It is a word 
frequently used to describe battle scenes.   
 
Every hard situation like the captivity of Israel or hard-heartedness like Pharoah, who is reacting negatively to 
Christ or freedom, all will be subdued this year.  To me it looks like many pre-Christians are going to flood the 
Kingdom of God in this season.  Come, let’s claim them for Christ.  Hallelujah! 
 
Let the unyielding strength of God fall on us.  You can very much be encouraged by reading the account of 
the Apostles in Acts 4:25-28.  Do not converse in any way or teach at all in or about the name of Jesus, was 
the order from the authorities (Acts 4:18).  Their response was overwhelming (Acts 4:24-26).  They heard this 
report and lifted their voices TOGETHER, with ONE UNITED MIND to God repeated the scriptures from the 
Psalms and Exodus.  David and Moses came alive.  This incident proves the ‘chazaq’ of God. 
 
Fear not, I will help you:- 
 
Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble and tottering knees (Isaiah 35:3).  For I the Lord your 
God hold your right hand; I am the Lord, Who says to you, Fear not; I will help you!  Fear not, you worm 
Jacob, you men of Israel! I will help you, says the Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.  Behold, I 
will make you to be a new, sharp, threshing instrument which has teeth; you shall thresh the mountains and 
beat them small, and shall make the hills like chaff (Isaiah 41:13-15). 



So, when your right hand is held by the Lord, you don’t have to fear.  You are strong in His strength. 
 

Subdue Nations 
 
I write this with tears as I salute my Lord and Savior Jesus the Lord, Yeshua the Messiah.  He came to this 
world and subdued the enemy on the cross saying, “It is finished”.  He is the heavenly Cyrus birthing and 
growing little Cyrus’ like us.  He is the Cyrus from the East (Isaiah 41:2). 
 
In Christ, the Church becomes a Warrior Bride.  The only thing expected from the Church is to yield her spirit, 
soul and body to be His weapon.  Receive what the Lord of Angel Armies has achieved to assist her with 
confidence and boldness.  He did say, “I have overcome the world” (Luke 10:19). 
 
John the beloved narrated everything what the Lamb of God, the Lion of Judah showed in every vision he 
had on the island of Patmos.  An encouraging reward to each overcomer since He is always in the business 
of overcoming and helping everyone who makes up their mind never to give up but always subdue and 
overcome.  My friend, are you one of these?  This year, the Lord of Hosts is transforming you to get there. 
 

Overcomers and Victors 
 
This year speaks about the timely victory.  What a wonderful narration of the availability and expectancy.  
There are rewards added with every overcoming. 
 
A. Revelation 2:7 - He who is able to hear, let him listen to and give heed to what the Spirit says to the 

assemblies (churches).  To him who overcomes (is victorious), I will grant to eat [of the fruit] of the tree of 
life, which is in the paradise of God.  Now listen to The Message translation. 
Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing through the churches.  I’m 
about to call each conqueror to dinner. I’m spreading a banquet of Tree-of-Life fruit, a supper plucked 
from God’s orchard.   

 
B. Revelation 2:11 - He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit says to the assemblies 

(churches). He who overcomes (is victorious) shall in no way be injured by the second death. 
The Message - Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing through the 
churches. Christ-conquerors are safe from Devil-death. 
 

C. Revelation 2:17 – He who is able to hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit says to the assemblies 
(churches). To him who overcomes (conquers), I will give to eat of the manna that is hidden, and I will 
give him a white stone with a new name engraved on the stone, which no one knows or understands 
except he who receives it. 
The Message - Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the Wind Words, the Spirit blowing through the 
churches. I’ll give the sacred manna to every conqueror; I’ll also give a clear, smooth stone inscribed with 
your new name, your secret new name. 
 

D. Revelation 2:26 – And he who overcomes (is victorious) and who obeys My commands to the [very] end 
[doing the works that please Me], I will give him authority and power over the nations. 
The Message - Here’s the reward I have for every conqueror, everyone who keeps at it, refusing to give 
up: You’ll rule the nations. 
 

E. Revelation 3:5 – Thus shall he who conquers (is victorious) be clad in white garments, and I will not erase 
or blot out his name from the Book of Life; I will acknowledge him [as Mine] and I will confess his name 
openly before My Father and before His angels. 
The Message – Conquerors will march in the victory parade, their names indelible in the Book of Life. I’ll 
lead them up and present them by name to my Father and his Angels. 

 
F. Revelation 3:12 – He who overcomes (is victorious), I will make him a pillar in the sanctuary of My God; 

he shall never be put out of it or go out of it, and I will write on him the name of My God and the name of 
the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which descends from My God out of heaven, and My own new 
name. 
The Message – I’ll make each conqueror a pillar in the sanctuary of my God, a permanent position of 
honor. Then I’ll write names on you, the pillars: the Name of my God, the Name of God’s City—the new 
Jerusalem coming down out of Heaven—and my new Name. 

 
G. Revelation 3:21 – He who overcomes (is victorious), I will grant him to sit beside Me on My throne, as I 

Myself overcame (was victorious) and sat down beside My Father on His throne. 



The Message – Conquerors will sit alongside me at the head table, just as I, having conquered, took the 
place of honor at the side of my Father. That’s my gift to the conquerors! 

 
H. Revelation 21:7 – He who is victorious shall inherit all these things, and I will be God to him and he shall 

be My son. 
The Message – Conquerors inherit all this. I’ll be God to them, they’ll be sons and daughters to me. 

 
Surely, the battle belongs to the Lord; the victory belongs to you and me. 
 
The chains and bondages are falling down.  They are laid on the enemies instead.  The Kingdom of heaven 
is planning to celebrate the open doors and open gates that are open before you. 
 
We declare the year 2017 as a year of breakthrough and a year of overcoming victory. 
 
The Lord says, I will go before you and level the mountains [to make the crooked places straight]; I will break 
in pieces the doors of bronze and cut asunder the bars of iron (Isaiah 45:2). 
 
The Lord will go before us and clear the way and conduct us in it.  The minute you read about the Lord going 
before us, you very well remember the time Israel was led by the pillar of cloud and pillar of fire by day and 
night. 
 
Look at this scripture, He found him in a desert land, in the howling void of the wilderness; He kept circling 
around him, He scanned him [penetratingly], He kept him as the pupil of His eye.  As an eagle that stirs up 
her nest, that flutters over her young, He spread abroad His wings and He took them, He bore them on His 
pinions.  So the Lord alone led him; there was no foreign god with Him (Deuteronomy 32:10-12). 
 
When the next generation blessed men came up as princes, an important man who confirmed this status was 
David the psalmist.  He said, Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain and even path because of 
my enemies [those who lie in wait for me] (Psalm 27:11). 
 
He is a God who leads His people like a flock by His hand.  Solomon said, Man’s steps are ordered by the 
Lord (Proverbs 20:24). 
 
The two things that we honor in this journey which play as instruments are the Word of God and the Spirit of 
God.  The Spirit of God guides and the Word of God leads. 
 
This year let our ears be open, our eyes be cleared as we go forward!  The precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure and bright, enlightening the eyes (Psalm 19:8). 
 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path (Psalm 119:105). 
 
Peter says, You will do well to pay close attention to it as to a lamp shining in a dismal (squalid and dark) 
place, until the day breaks through [the gloom] and the Morning Star rises (comes into being) in your hearts 
(2 Peter 1:19). 
 
In the form of His Word, the Lord is willing to lead us.  So we declare this year 2017 as the year of the sword 
of the Spirit. 
 
The body of Christ will go forward as their Redeemer goes before them and levels everything that looks like a 
mountain.  Everything crooked will become straight.  Every hindrance on your way will be broken.  The 
impossible blocks will be broken by the hand of the Lord. 
 
Not only the doors of bronze and bars of iron shall be cut off but the treasures are going to be brought out 
from darkness and hidden riches shall come up to the surface. 
 
Those who know His Word will know His voice and will know to dig the treasures from His Word. 
 

The Significance of the Number 17 in the Bible 
 
When we are learning about the significance of the number 17 in the year 2017, we do include the 
significance of the Hebraic year 5777. 
 
In the Bible, the number 7 speaks about perfection.  When you look at the number 7 in the scriptures, you 



see the impact of heaven invading the earth.  There is a separation, dedication and consecration involved in 
it.  The seventh day in the story of creation stands for rest.  Number 7 identifies with something being finished 
or complete. 
 
The leprous Naaman had to bathe in the Jordan river seven times.  Joshua commanded the army to march 
around Jericho for seven days (and on the seventh day to make seven circuits) and for seven priests to blow 
trumpets outside the city walls.  In these instances, the number seven signifies completion of some kind; a 
mandate is fulfilled. 
 
Seven pairs of every clean animal on the ark (Genesis 7:2), seven stems on the tabernacle’s lampstand 
(Exodus 25:37), seven qualities of the Messiah (Isaiah 11:2), seven signs in John’s Gospel, seven things the 
Lord hates (Proverbs 6:16), seven parables in Matthew 13 and seven woes in Matthew 23. 
 
Jesus is the seven-fold I AM in the Gospel of John.  Jesus told Peter to forgive seventy times seven, seven 
letters to the seven churches in Asia and seven spirits before God’s throne.   Seven golden lampstands, 
seven stars in Christ’s hand and seven seals of judgement. 
 
The year 5777 in the Hebraic calendar and also the significance of 2017 go hand in hand.  This is going to be 
a ‘heaven invading the earth’ year, a ‘year of new beginning’.  Following the Sabbath will be awesome this 
year.  It’s a ‘year of the sword’.  The Word has the power to cut asunder the soul and the spirit.  It has the 
power to cleanse our lives.  We can call this year as the ‘year of the Word’.   
 
We should be fighting for our rights this year with the Word of God.  It’s a ‘year to hear the voice of God’.  We 
need to set ourselves apart.  We need to create a silence like the army around the wall.  To hear the Word of 
the Lord, to know God’s will and find revelation from His Word, we may observe silence. 
 
Be faithful to set aside time for God uninterrupted.  In Sabbath, there is repentance and renewal and the 
cycle begins again.  Mark yourself to be set apart. 
 
This is going to be the season to behold His covenant sign to eat the Word and to observe that it’s the end of 
the old and the beginning of the new.  God’s people are getting into the feast of His Word whereas there will 
be starvation outside due to the famine for the Word. 
 
Slavery will be stopped, and there will be a start over into blessings! 
 
Behold my covenant sign to eat and to observe when others are not feasting on the Word of God.  Draw 
yourself into the Sabbath rest and feasting.  Create a place to hear the voice of God.  Famine is - no hearing, 
no listening, no revelation.  Address the noise going on in your life.  The enemy likes to take away 
communion with God and with one another.  No need to drag on the carcasses of the past. 
 

A Solemn Commitment 
 
My sign will be on those who set themselves apart to rest and be away from people’s voices and opinions.  
Sever yourself from every voice – from the old.  Time to understand to roll on.  Find a place to hear the voice 
of God.  Make space for God to bring in the new thing. 
         

Vineyard’s 20th Anniversary
  

 



2016 Christmas Program 

 

 

 
 

 

VINEYARD MINISTRIES SERVICE TIMINGS 
 

Worship Service Friday 1:00 – 3:15 pm KTMCC Hall, NECK 
Kids Club Friday 2:30 – 3:15 pm Activity Building, NECK 
Worship Service Saturday 6:30 – 8:30 pm South Tent, NECK 
Tamil Worship Service Tuesday 7:00 – 9:00 pm Salmiya 
Healing Rooms 4th Tuesday 7:00 – 9:00 pm Salmiya 
Intercession Wednesday 7:00 – 9:00 pm Salmiya 
Night Prayer 4th Thursday 10:30 pm – 5:00 am North Tent, NECK 

 

We invite you to join us to worship in spirit and truth.  If you would like to know more about us, please contact 
us at:  +965 2563-4518 or  vineyardkuwait96@gmail.com 
 
 

 


